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The findings of Mercury"s solid inner core, described in Geophysical Research Letters, certainly adds to a
better understanding of Mercury, but there are larger ramifications.Just how similar, and how different, the
cores of the planets are may give us clues about how the solar system formed and how rocky planets change
over time.

Mercury is the second densest planet after Earth, with alarge . metallic core having aradius of 1,800 to 1,900
kilometers (1,100 to 1,200 miles), about 75 percent of the planet”s radius. In 2007, ... NASA"s MErcury
Surface, Space ENvironment, GEochemistry, and Ranging (MESSENGER) mission will study and image Mer

According to NASA, Mercury is not a suitable planet for Earth-like life. It has a surface boundary exosphere
instead of alayered atmosphere, extreme temperatures, and high solar radiation. It is unlikely that any living
beingscan ...

NASA Scientists found evidence that Mercury"s inner core is indeed solid and that it is very nearly the same
size as Earth"s inner core. Article 6 years ago. ... Like the waistband of a couch potato in midlife, the orbits of
planets in our solar system are expanding. It happens because the Sun's gravitational grip gradually weakens
asour ...

Get the facts on Mercury, the closest planet to the sun. Get the facts on Mercury, the closest planet to the sun.
Skip to content. Search. Shop. Games. Quizzes. Personality Quizzes. Puzzles. ... Mercury doesn't have any! o
NASA"s MESSENGER spacecraft, which has been orbiting Mercury since 2011, carries a heavy-duty
sunshade made from ...

Mercury Facts The planet closest to the Sun, Mercury is the smallest and fastest planet in the solar system --
whipping around the Sun every 88 Earth days. Menu. ... - NASA"s spacecraft Mariner 10 was the first mission
to explore Mercury in 1974-1975. - NASA"s spacecraft MESSENGER was the first to orbit Mercury in 2008.

Using data from MESSENGER mission, scientists discovered that Mercury has a large, solid iron core that is
about half the size of Earth"s. Thisreveals how the planets’ cores ...

Mercury Facts for Kids. Closest planet to the Sun. Smallest planet in the solar system. Has no atmosphere to
sustain life. ... The MESSENGER Probe was a robot spaceship sent by NASA to study Mercury. It launched
in 2004 and took 6.5 years to reach the planet. MESSENGER was the first probe to orbit Mercury, and it did
so for four years.

The order and arrangement of the planets and other bodies in our solar system is due to the way the solar

system formed. Nearest to the Sun, only rocky material could withstand the heat when the solar system was
young. For this reason, the first four planets - Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars - are terrestrial planets.
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Mercury is the first planet from the Sun and the smallest in the Solar System English, it is named after the
ancient Roman god Mercurius (), god of commerce and communication, and the messenger of the
gods.Mercury is classified as aterrestrial planet, with roughly the same surface gravity as Mars.The surface of
Mercury is heavily cratered, as aresult of countlessimpact ...

The ancient Romans could easily see seven bright objects in the sky: the Sun, the Moon, and the five brightest
planets: Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. They named the objects after their most important gods. ...
NASA"s Magellan spacecraft, which ended a five-year mission to Venus in 1994, mapped the broiling surface
using radar ...

Saturn is the sixth planet from the Sun, and the second largest in the solar system. It"s surrounded by beautiful
rings. ... NASA"s Cassini spacecraft took thisimage of Saturn on Feb. 9, 2004, when the spacecraft was about
43 million miles (69 million kilometers) from the ringed planet. ... which is larger than the planet Mercury - to
a..

4 days ago& #0183; Mercury is the smallest planet in our solar system. Mercury is a terrestrial planet. It is
small and rocky. Mercury has a thin exosphere. Mercury"s surface can be as hot as 800 degrees F during the
daytime and as cold as -300 degrees F during the nighttime. (But Mercury is not the hottest planet in the solar
system. The hottest planet is Venus.)

NASA"s real-time science encyclopedia of deep space exploration. ... Solar System Exploration Our Galactic
Neighborhood. Skip Navigation. menu close modal Planet Compare More Destinations Click for more Jupiter
Click for more Earth Click for more Mercury Click for more Mars Click for more Venus Click for more
Saturn Click for more Uranus ...

Mercury: Exploration. Because Mercury is so close to the Sun, it is hard to directly observe from Earth except
during dawn or twilight when the Sun"s brightness doesn"t outshine little Mercury. The first spacecraft to visit
Mercury was ...

Mercury: Planet Closest to the Sun, Level 1 | Mercury: Planet Closest to the Sun, Level 2 National
Aeronautics and Space Administration NASA explores the unknown in air and space, innovates for the benefit
of humanity, and inspires the world through discovery.

Each of the planets in our solar system experiences its own unique weather. explore; How Many Moons Does
Each Planet Have? We have one, but some planets have dozens. explore; Make a Planet Mask! Make a mask
and pretend to be your favorite planet in our solar system! do; Gallery of NASA Solar System Images.
Glorious planets and moonsto view ...

From the surface of Mercury, the Sun would appear more than three times as large as it does when viewed
from Earth, and the sunlight would be as much as seven times brighter. Mercury"s surface temperatures are
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both extremely hot and cold. Because the planet is so close to the Sun, day temperatures can reach highs of
800& #176;F (430&#176;C).

Our home planet Earth is arocky, terrestrial planet. It has a solid and active surface with mountains, valleys,
canyons, plains and so much more. Earth is special because it is an ocean planet. Water covers 70% of Earth's
surface. ...

Mercury--the smallest planet in our solar system and nearest to the Sun--is only dightly larger than Earth"s
Moon. From the surface of Mercury, the Sun would appear more than three times as large as it does when
viewed ...

Mercury is aterrestrial planet. It is small and rocky. Mercury has a thin exosphere. Mercury"s surface can be
as hot as 800 degrees F during the daytime and as cold as -300 degrees F during the nighttime. (But Mercury
is not the hottest planet in the solar system. The hottest planet is Venus.) Mercury"s poles have water-ice.

Project Mercury was the NASA program that put the first American astronauts in space. Astronauts made a
total of six spaceflights during Project Mercury. Two of those flights reached space and came right back down.
These are called suborbital flights. The other four went into orbit and circled Earth. The first of those six
flights was made in 1961.

A day on Mercury is not like a day here on Earth. For us, the Sun rises and sets each and every day. Because
Mercury has a slow spin and short year, it takes along time for the Sun to rise and set there. Mercury only has
one sunrise every 180 Earth days! Isn"t that wild? Credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech Mercury is the smallest planet
in our solar system.

Cool Facts about Mercury. Mercury has been known to humanity since ancient times and athough its
discovery date is unknown, the first mentions of the planet are believed to be around 3000 BC by the
Sumerians.; A year in Mercury is 88 days, yet aMercury day is 176 Earth days.

Get the facts on Mercury, the closest planet to the sun. Get the facts on Mercury, the closest planet to the sun.
Skip to content. Search. Shop. Games. Quizzes. Personality Quizzes. Puzzles. ... Mercury doesn't have any! o
NASA's...

Mercury--the smallest planet in our solar system and nearest to the Sun--is only dightly larger than Earth"s
Moon. From the surface of Mercury, the Sun would appear more than three times as large as it does when
viewed from Earth, ...

Mercury Observational Parameters Discoverer: Unknown Discovery Date: Prehistoric Distance from Earth
Minimum (10 6 km) 77.3 Maximum (10 6 km) 221.9 Apparent diameter from Earth Maximum (seconds of
arc) 13.0 Minimum (seconds of arc) 4.5 Maximum visual magnitude -2.43 Mean values at inferior conjunction
with Earth Distance from Earth (10 ...
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Mercury, the innermost planet of the solar system and the eighth in size and mass. Its closeness to the Sun and
its smallness make it the most elusive of the planets visible to the unaided eye.
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